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 R
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u
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 O
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o
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O
h

io
 B

u
reau

 o
f W

o
rkers C

o
m

p
en

satio
n

	
n
	

BW
C

 took action against notorious p
ill m

ill doctor Jam
es Lundeen, w

ho lost his license follow
ing a BW

C
 investigation.

	
n
	

BW
C

 centralized its drug utilization review
 p

rocess to identify injured w
orkers w

ho m
ay b

e on dangerous 				





		


com
b

inations or doses of Rx drugs. The goal is to ensure the right m
edicines for the right condition at the right tim

e.
	

n
	

BW
C

’s first-ever form
ulary and coordinated services, or p

harm
acy “lock-in” p

rogram
, are help

ing to b
etter m

anage p
rescrip

tions 		


		


and p
revent p

harm
acy shop

p
ing for op

iates. Early data show
 the num

b
er of narcotics p

rescrib
ed to injured w

orkers decreased by 		
		


12 p

ercent, or 1.1 m
illion doses, in the first three m

onths follow
ing im

p
lem

entation.

O
h

io
 D

ep
artm

en
t o

f A
lco

h
o

l &
 D

ru
g

 A
d

d
ictio

n
 Services

	
n
	

State Board of Pharm
acy data for 2011 indicates a 12-15 p

ercent decrease in op
iates disp

ensed in Scioto and G
allia 			




		


counties for the full year.  This reduction converts to nearly tw
o m

illion few
er availab

le doses.
	

n
	

Exp
anding the SO

LA
C

E m
odel to the SO

LA
C

E Fam
ily Engagem

ent N
etw

ork w
ith creation of 25 new

 group
s to date.

	
n
	

M
edication-A

ssisted Treatm
ent is b

eing m
ade availab

le to all M
edicaid clients w

ith op
iate addiction to aid recovery.

	
n
	

Launched D
on’t G

et M
e Started op

iate ab
use p

revention/education cam
p

aign, see w
w

w
.dontgetm

estartedohio.org.
	

n
	

C
reated 24 new

 O
p

iate Task Forces focusing on p
revention, treatm

ent, and law
 enforcem

ent eff
orts.  

	
n
	

M
ore than 4,000 clients enrolled in the Rehab

ilitation Services C
om

m
ission Recovery to W

ork p
rogram

 that 				





		


p
rovides b

ehavioral health treatm
ent services and em

p
loym

ent training for O
hioans.

O
h

io
 D

ep
artm

en
t o

f H
ealth

	
n
	

The G
overnor’s C

ab
inet O

p
iate A

ction Team
 Professional Education w

orkgroup
 develop

ed and released the O
hio Em

ergency and 		


		


Acute Care Facility O
pioids and O

ther Controlled Substances Prescribing G
uidelines.  The G

uidelines p
rovide guidance for                          		

		


p
rescrib

ing op
ioids and other controlled sub

stances in an acute care setting w
here treatm

ent of p
ain is often indicated w

ithout an 	
		


estab

lished p
hysician-p

atient relationship.
	

n
	

Portsm
outh C

ity H
ealth D

ep
artm

ent, in p
artnership

 w
ith the O

hio D
ep

artm
ent of H

ealth, announced the startup
 of O

hio’s first 		


		


N
aloxone overdose p

revention p
rogram

, Project D
AW

N
 (D

eaths A
voided w

ith N
aloxone) in June, 2012.  Individuals are trained 		


		


to resp

ond to an op
ioid overdose, including use of N

aloxone. 
		


Visit: http

://w
w

w
.healthyohiop

rogram
.org/vip

p
/drug/ProjectD

AW
N

.aspx.
	

n
	

For 2011-12, funded four new
 com

m
unity-b

ased p
rescrip

tion drug ab
use p

revention coalitions for a total of 10. 

O
h

io
 D

ep
artm

en
t o

f Pu
b

lic Safety &
 State H

ig
hw

ay Patro
l

	
n
	

Through June 2012, the Patrol has seized 327%
 m

ore heroin as com
p

ared to the sam
e tim

e in 2011.
	

n
	

The Patrol has seized 13%
 m

ore p
rescrip

tion narcotics than com
p

ared to the sam
e tim

e p
eriod in 2011.

	
n
	

Patrol drug arrests are up
 30%

 com
p

ared to the sam
e tim

e in 2011; total is 3,963 drug arrests.
	

n
	

Patrol O
VI arrests are up

 10%
 com

p
ared to the sam

e tim
e in 2011; total is 12,361 O

VI arrests.

O
ffi

ce o
f th

e A
tto

rn
ey G

en
eral

	
n
	

Since 2011, the Bureau of C
rim

inal Identification and Investigation seized 55,000 Rx p
ills valued at ab

out $1.5 m
illion.  

	
n
	

The A
ttorney G

eneral’s sp
ecial p

rosecutors have convicted eight p
eop

le that w
ere m

ajor sources of im
p

rop
er p

rescrib
ing,            		


		


disp

ensing and diversion of p
rescrip

tion drugs; 16 other investigations are underw
ay.

	
n
	

The A
ttorney G

eneral's O
ffi

ce is p
artnering w

ith the O
hio D

ep
artm

ent of H
ealth, D

rug Free A
ction A

lliance, and O
D

A
D

A
S to        		


		


p

rovide 75 Prescrip
tion D

rug D
rop

 Boxes to southern O
hio's law

 enforcem
ent agencies.  

	
n
	

The O
hio Peace O

ffi
cer Training A

cadem
y has trained 1,100 offi

cers on the scop
e of the p

rescrip
tion drug p

rob
lem

.

O
ffi

ce o
f M

ed
icaid

	
n
	

Estab
lished a p

harm
acy lock-in rule to p

revent p
harm

acy shop
p

ing, eff
ective January, 2012.

State M
ed

ical B
o

ard
 o

f O
h

io
	

n
	

Inap
p

rop
riate p

rescrib
ing/p

ill m
ill issues account for 20%

 of the 136 actions taken against p
hysicians in 2011-12.

	
n
	

40%
 of the inap

p
rop

riate p
rescrib

ing/p
ill m

ill sanctions susp
ended the p

hysician’s license to p
ractice. 

	
n
	

Pub
lished FA

Q
s for new

 rules related to p
rescrib

ing of narcotics and use of O
hio A

utom
ated Rx Rep

orting System
 (O

A
RRS) and 		


		


p

rovided 23 p
resentations related to H

B 93 in 2011.

State P
h

arm
acy B

o
ard

 o
f O

h
io

	
n
	

The eff
ects of H

B 93 on the O
A

RRS from
 p

re-H
B 93 and new

 rules com
p

ared to June 30, 2012:
		


Prescrib

ers and delegates - 39%
 increase in O

A
RRS registration; 159%

 increase in p
atient rep

orts requested.                                      		


		


Pharm
acists - 85%

 increase in O
A

RRS registration; 475%
 increase in p

atient rep
orts requested. 

	
n
	

A
 federal grand jury returned an 11-count indictm

ent against John Randy C
allihan of W

est Portsm
outh, and C

hristop
her Stegaw

ski 	
		


of C

leveland, alleging that they op
erated “p

ill m
ills” in D

ayton, Lucasville and Southp
oint, w

here they sold p
rescrip

tions for         		


		


controlled sub
stances (p

rim
arily oxycodone), w

ithout a legitim
ate m

edical need.
	

n
	

O
f 96 investigations, a total of 82 susp

ects w
ere identified and p

rosecuted crim
inally.  

O
h

io
 State D

en
tal B

o
ard

	
n
	

In line w
ith H

B 93, enacted rules to address w
hen dentists m

ust access O
A

RRS p
rior to p

rescrib
ing controlled sub

stances.              		


		


Educational course off
ered in Sep

tem
b

er 2012  at O
hio D

ental A
ssociation’s A

nnual Session.  
	

n
	

Pub
lished FA

Q
s for new

 rules related to p
rescrib

ing of narcotics and use of O
A

RRS.

O
V

ER
V

IEW
The ab

use of p
rescrip

tion m
edications, sp

ecifically op
iates, has reached ep

idem
ic p

rop
ortions in O

hio.   The crisis has dra-
m

atically im
p

acted individuals and fam
ilies, leaving com

m
unities devastated and anxious to find w

ays to p
revent addic-

tion and to stop
 the deaths caused by ab

use of narcotic p
ainkillers and use of heroin.  In fact, these sub

stances accounted 
for nearly 63 p

ercent of the state’s 1,544 overdose deaths in 2010, and currently, op
iate addiction is the diagnosis for ab

out 
one-third of all clients in addiction treatm

ent.   

In addition to the hum
an toll, O

hio’s op
iate ep

idem
ic has severely strained law

 enforcem
ent, crim

inal justice, and health 
care resources and stretched the cap

acity of the state’s p
ub

licly-funded alcohol and other drug addiction treatm
ent ser-

vices system
. Evidence increasingly p

oints to op
iate addiction as a m

ajor driver of increasing health care costs as w
ell. A

 
study in the Journal of M

anaged C
are Pharm

acy estim
ates that the m

edical exp
enses of a p

erson w
ho is ab

using op
ioids 

are eight tim
es those of a non-addict. 

Thanks to a num
b

er of initiatives launched in 2011, tw
o of the counties hardest hit by the crisis, Scioto and G

allia, saw
 a 

com
b

ined drop
 in narcotics p

rescrib
ed of nearly tw

o m
illion doses, ab

out a 15 p
ercent reduction.  W

here eff
orts w

ere less 
concentrated in northern counties, the O

hio Board of Pharm
acy continued to see sm

all increases in op
iate doses p

re-
scrib

ed.

D
evelop

ing and im
p

lem
enting cost-eff

ective p
olicies and strategies to resolve the crisis is a collective resp

onsib
ility. From

 
generating greater p

ub
lic aw

areness around the issue to toughening state law
s and regulations around how

 controlled 
sub

stances are p
rescrib

ed (H
B 93), and em

b
racing 

evidence-b
ased treatm

ent technologies such as M
edi-

cation-A
ssisted Treatm

ent (M
AT), O

hio is acting sw
iftly 

and decisively to rein in sp
iraling health care costs and 

p
revent m

ore tragic deaths.

G
O

V
ER

N
O

R
’S C

A
B

IN
ET O

P
IATE A

C
TIO

N
 TEA

M
S

In January 2011, G
overnor John Kasich announced that 

his adm
inistration w

ould b
attle the op

iate ep
idem

ic on 
all fronts.  The O

hio D
ep

artm
ent of A

lcohol and D
rug 

A
ddiction Services (O

D
A

D
A

S) w
as tasked w

ith leading 
and coordinating the cross-system

s eff
orts to im

p
act 

addiction and overdose caused by op
iates.  To address 

the m
any facets of the issue, a G

overnor’s C
ab

inet O
p

iate 
A

ction Team
 w

as form
ed.

The five O
p

iate A
ction Team

s rep
resent Professional Edu-

cation, Treatm
ent, Pub

lic Education (including p
reven-

tion), Enforcem
ent, and Recovery Sup

p
orts.  D

irectors of 
O

hio’s C
ab

inet-level state dep
artm

ents chair these w
ork-

ing group
s.  M

any initiatives have b
een launched under 

the um
b

rella of the A
ction Team

s and num
erous p

ositive 
accom

p
lishm

ents can b
e traced to this inter-discip

linary 
w

ork.

K
EY

 FA
C

TS
	
n
	

Prescrib
ing of narcotic p

ainkillers in O
hio grew

 an estim
ated 	

		


1000 p
ercent from

 1997-2010. (O
D

A
D

A
S w

ith A
RCO

S data, 2011)

	
n
	

Since 2007, unintentional drug overdoses have b
een the 	

		


leading cause of accidental death in O
hio. Fatal and non-fatal 	

		


p
oisonings cost O

hioans $3.6 b
illion annually. 

		


(O
hio D

epartm
ent of H

ealth, “Burden of Poisoning in O
hio, 1999-2008”)

	
n
	

Prescrip
tion op

iates and heroin accounted for nearly 63 	
		


p

ercent of unintentional overdose deaths in 2010. 
		


(O

hio D
epartm

ent of H
ealth)

	
n
	

N
early 30 p

ercent of O
hioans in p

ub
licly funded addiction 	

		


treatm
ent have a diagnosis of op

iate addiction.
		


(O

D
A

D
A

S, M
ACSIS, SFY 2012)

	
n
	

85 p
ercent of sub

stance ab
use treatm

ent requests at The 	
		


Scioto C

ounty C
ounseling C

enter are for op
iate addiction, 	

		


m
arking a 300 p

ercent increase in the p
ast three years. 

		


(Scioto County Rx D
rug Action Team

)

	
n
	

The O
hio Sub

stance A
b

use M
onitoring (O

SA
M

) N
etw

ork 	
		


rep

orts a m
ove from

 p
rescrip

tion p
ainkillers to heroin am

ong 	
		


op

iate ab
users w

ith age of first use b
ecom

ing younger and 	
		


younger. H

eroin is highly availab
le in all regions of the state. 

		


(O
D

A
D

A
S, O

SA
M

 N
etw

ork, 2012)

O
h

io’s A
ttack o

n
 th

e O
p

iate A
d

d
ictio

n
 

an
d
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verd

o
se Ep
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em
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 2012 A
n

n
ual Rep

ort 

D
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Opiate Diagnosis of Female Clients who are Pregnant or 
Parenting at Admission, SFY 2004-SFY 2011

Data Source:  Multi-Agency Community Services Information System (MACSIS) Billing and Behavioral Health Module Data, SFY 2004-2011. 
Primary, secondary, or tertiary opiate diagnosis , abuse or dependence.

MORE THAN JUST THE PERSON WITH THE DISEASE OF ADDICTION —  When the person 
with addiction is pregnant or parenting, newborns and children become potential 
casualties of the illness.  ODADAS has taken a close look at treatment claims for women 
with opiate addiction to track the past years’ trends.  This graph shows a nearly 200 
percent  increase over the past 8 years for women who are pregnant or parenting and in 
treatment with an opiate addiction diagnosis.
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Percent clients with Opiate Diagnosis, SFY 2001 to SFY 2012*

*Data:  Ohio Multi-Agency Community Services Information System (Claims), SFY 2001-SFY 2010, SFY 2011 and 
SFY 2012 data are preliminary

INCREASES SEEN IN OHIOANS WITH OPIATE ADDICTION — From 2001 to 2011, 
the percentage of Ohioans in ODADAS’ publicly funded addiction treatment with 
a diagnosis of opiate addiction has continuously increased. From 7.2 percent 
in 2001, nearly 30 percent of all clients in SFY 2011 were in treatment due to an 
opiate addiction. In some treatment agencies in southern Ohio, this percentage 
can be as high as 85 percent.

Opiate Abuse in Ohio
Department of Alcohol & 
Drug Addiction Services

DRUG OVERDOSES 2010

1,544

HOMICIDES  2010

554

Each      = 50 Ohio residents. 
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Source: ODH Office of Vital Statistics
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PRESCRIPTION 
DRUGS
IN OHIO

Source: 2009 Ohio Youth 
Risk Behavior Survey

2,700
FIRST TIME TEEN

PRESCRIPTION DRUG
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PER DAY

Source: Partnership @ Drugfree.org

Source: ODH Office of Vital Statistics

372%
INCREASE IN
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DEATH RATE
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DRUG
POISONING

Source: ODH Office 
of Vital Statistics

Hot Spot Analysis by Zip Code - Heroin
Behavioral Health Module - 2010

Data Source:
ODADAS Behavioral Health Module
Map produced March 2012

Map Information:

This map uses hot spot analysis to
display the number of clients in
treatment who list heroin as a
primary drug of choice by zip code.
Hot spots are colored teal and
show spatial clusters that are
statistically significant at the 0.1
level. Zip codes with the greatest
number of clients listing heroin as
their primary drug of choice are in
Cleveland (44109; N =146),
Cleveland (44102; N = 139),
Lancaster (43130; N = 115),
Columbus (43207; N = 113) and
Cleveland (44105; N = 104).

Legend
Interstates

Percentile
0 - 95

> 95

Hot Spot Analysis by Zip Code - Prescription Opioids
Behavioral Health Module - 2010

Data Source:
ODADAS Behavioral Health Module
Map produced March 2012

Map Information:

This map uses hot spot analysis to
display the number of clients in
treatment who list prescription
opioids as a primary drug of choice
by zip code. Hot spots are colored
teal and show spatial clusters that
are statistically significant at the 0.1
level. Zip codes with the greatest
number of clients listing prescription
opioids as their primary drug of
choice are in Portsmouth (45662;
N = 245), Lancaster (43130;
N = 109), Chillicothe (45601;
N = 88), Jackson (45640; N = 82)
and Columbus (43207; N = 81).

Legend
Interstates

Percentile
0 - 95

> 95

HOME LOCALES OF CLIENTS WITH OPIATE-BASED DRUGS OF CHOICE — The maps above use claims data based on the home zip code for clients served in ODADAS’ publicly funded 
addiction treatment system; specifically, the maps show clients with a prescription opiate (painkiller) drug of choice as compared to clients with a heroin drug of choice.  Urban centers 

still serve as the primary locales for people with heroin addiction, while more rural communities have been hardest hit by painkiller addiction.
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MORE THAN JUST THE PERSON WITH THE DISEASE OF ADDICTION —  When the person 
with addiction is pregnant or parenting, newborns and children become potential 
casualties of the illness.  ODADAS has taken a close look at treatment claims for women 
with opiate addiction to track the past years’ trends.  This graph shows a nearly 200 
percent  increase over the past 8 years for women who are pregnant or parenting and in 
treatment with an opiate addiction diagnosis.

INCREASES SEEN IN OHIOANS WITH OPIATE ADDICTION — From 2001 to 2011, 
the percentage of Ohioans in ODADAS’ publicly funded addiction treatment with 
a diagnosis of opiate addiction has continuously increased. From 7.2 percent 
in 2001, nearly 30 percent of all clients in SFY 2011 were in treatment due to an 
opiate addiction. In some treatment agencies in southern Ohio, this percentage 
can be as high as 85 percent.
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